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After attending both Grand Valley
State University and Wayne State Uni-
versity, Bill received a degree in crimi-
nal justice from Madonna University.
He began his career in law enforcement
in 1976 as a Michigan State Police
trooper, where he served for 25 years
protecting our great State.

In 2001, just one day after he retired
from the Michigan State Police, Bill
Olney joined the Zeeland Police De-
partment, where he served as our chief
of police for 16 years.

Chief Olney has dedicated his career
to providing the highest quality law
enforcement service and profes-
sionalism to the residents of Zeeland.
His relentless work for our committee
and dedication is clearly reflected by
the numerous awards and commenda-
tions he has received over his career.

Chief Olney has served on the West
Michigan Criminal Justice Training
Consortium, Ottawa Substance Abuse
Prevention Coalition, and Stop Child
Abuse and Neglect Council.

As a lifelong Detroit Lions and
Michigan State Spartans fan, I know
he will enjoy his retirement with his
wife, Kathryn; and his children, Shan-
non and Matt.

I think some football is in his kids’
future.

Mr. Speaker, I want to ask my col-
leagues to join me in saying ‘‘thank
you” on behalf of the Second District
of Michigan as we thank Chief Bill
Olney for his 41 years of service to the
State of Michigan and to our country.

——
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PROTECT NET NEUTRALITY

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, net
neutrality is something that is funda-
mental to our country. It is rooted in
our First Amendment rights. It allows
for an open marketplace, exchange of
ideas, center for innovation, hub for
communication, and so much more.

In today’s digital age, especially, en-
suring an open, free, and equal internet
for all—not just for those who can af-
ford to pay to play—is crucial to level
the playing field for everyone.

The FCC’s current proposal rolls
back these freedoms for the benefit and
profit of big internet service providers
on the backs of students, entrepreneurs
and innovators, small businesses, and
all of us. Millions across the country
have already sent in comments to the
FCC expressing their strong opposition.

On today’s net neutrality day of ac-
tion, I encourage everyone to make
their voices heard. In just 5 days, the
FCC public comment period closes.
Now is the time for us to raise our
voices to protect net neutrality, fair-
ness, and equality for all.

———
MAJORITY OF VOTERS BACK
PRESIDENT’S TRAVEL VETTING

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a
recent Politico/Morning Consult poll
shows that 60 percent of registered vot-
ers support ‘“‘new guidelines which say
visa applicants from six predominantly
Muslim countries must prove a close
family relationship with a U.S. resi-
dent in order to enter the country.”
Only 28 percent oppose. Also, respond-
ents trust Republicans in Congress
more than Democrats to handle the
issue of immigration.

The new, nationwide poll dem-
onstrates strong approval by the elec-
torate for the President’s effort to keep
America safe, despite a question slant-
ed to make respondents think his ac-
tion is based on religion.

Had the question noted that the six
nations that require additional visa
scrutiny were also selected by the
Obama administration as national se-
curity threats, the poll likely would
have revealed even more support for
the new guidelines.

When it comes to immigration pol-
icy, the American people support the
President.

———————

TRAINING SCHOOLS IN SEX
TRAFFICKING AWARENESS

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, many people think of human traf-
ficking as a problem that is happening
abroad, but what they don’t realize is
that hundreds of thousands of victims
are being trafficked within our own
borders.

It is hard to imagine such an injus-
tice occurring in your own neighbor-
hood. When I learned that my city of
San Diego is considered a high-inten-
sity region for child trafficking, I knew
I needed to take action.

In San Diego, we have an incredible
community antitrafficking task force.
They told me that a gap in the fight
against trafficking is in our schools.
This is why I wrote the Empowering
Educators to Prevent Trafficking Act.
I am proud to see it included in the
Frederick Douglass Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act that is before us
today.

My bill will fund programs to train
teachers across the country to recog-
nize and respond to signs of trafficking
so that they can identify victims and
get them the help they need. Teachers,
in turn, can teach their students how
to protect themselves from becoming
victims.

With this training, our Nation’s
schools can be an important line of de-
fense against this terrible injustice.

————

RECOGNIZING GASPERI FAMILY

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the Gasperi
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family, who will be moving to Kenya in
August on a mission to bring clean,
fresh water to the schools in the sur-
rounding area.

The Gasperi family seeks to provide
clean water to schools in the city of
Nakuru. Clean water will help the
Kenyans avoid waterborne parasites
and illnesses that interfere with child-
hood education.

Ashley Gasperi grew up in Kenya,
and, with her husband, Chris, started a
nonprofit called Ekenywa, which
means a new beginning. Their mission
is to improve the quality of life for
school-aged children in Kenya and to
eradicate poverty.

Both Chris and Ashley hold their
master’s degrees in nursing. Chris
serves as a nurse manager at St. Mary
Medical Center’s orthopedic center,
and Ashley serves as a clinical instruc-
tor at Temple University.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the entire
Eighth Congressional District of Penn-
sylvania, we are so proud of the
Gasperi family. We wish them the best
as they work to provide a brighter fu-
ture and cleaner water for all the chil-
dren of Kenya.

———

HONORING OUR COMMITMENT TO
VETERANS

(Mr. O'ROURKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. O’'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, there
are tens of thousands of veterans in
this country who have served this
country; put their lives on the line, lit-
erally; and saved the lives of countless
other servicemembers who, because of
their service, have mental healthcare-
related conditions like post-traumatic
stress disorder, or PTSD, which con-
tributed to them having an other than
honorable discharge.

Mr. Speaker, with an other than hon-
orable discharge, those veterans are
unable to go into a VA and see a men-
tal healthcare provider, despite the
fact that they are more than two times
likely to take their own lives.

Now that we all know this, I hope
that Members will join me in cospon-
soring the Honor Our Commitment
Act, which I introduced with MIKE
BoST in the House and CHRIS MURPHY
in the Senate. It is bipartisan and bi-
cameral. It honors our commitment
and obligation to those servicemem-
bers who did right by this country, and
it will save lives.

I look forward to the full support of
this Chamber, passage of this bill, and
having the President sign it into law.

———

RECOGNIZING ROBERT LEE
BECERRA

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to recognize Robert Lee
Becerra, a very special young man
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